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Asapersonalartcurator,KathyGibsonhelps
clientscollectandstagetheirart,whileserving

asabitofalifecoachalongtheway.
“Ithinksometimespeoplejustwantahandto

hold,”saidGibson,thedirectorofArthouse3.“When
I’mwithaclient, itbecomessortofacombustionof
energy.Icometohangapieceofart, thenwefindwe
havetomoveapieceoffurnituretocreateabetter
environmentanditkeepsgoingfromthere.”
Gibsonseesartanditssurroundingsinadifferent

lightthanherclients,butevenwithafamiliarityofmore
than100regionalartists,shedoesn’tcomeinanddictate.
“FirstIsit foramoment,”sheexplained.“Iask,

‘Whatdoordoyoucomein?Wheredoyousitwhen
you’reinthisroom?Doyoueverusethispiece?’”Ifthe
clientsayssheneversits inthischairorsheneverreally
likedthatwallhanging,Gibsonmakessurethat’sthe
case, thenmovesforward.
“Isay, ‘IhavemyJeep.Icanhaul itawayrightnow,

let’s justget itoutofyoursight,’ ”shesaid.
Overthepast20yearsGibsonhasruntwogalleries

andbecomefriendswithmanylocalartists, thoughshe
doesn’trepresentanyexclusively.
“I’dratherhavethefreedomtoworkwithmultiple

artists.IgotoalotofarteventsandIknowartistswho
introducemetootherartists,”sheexplained.
FavoritesincludepainterGeorgeAnderton,

photographerSelinaRomanandself-taughtfolkartist
RubyWilliams,whoisnationallyrecognized.
“Mymainreasonforsupportinglocalartists isI

wantthemtostayhere,”saidGibson,whoalsocurates
thegrowingcorporatecollectionoftheShumaker,
Loop&Kendricklawfirm.

Formore information,go toarthouse3.com
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Beit inconspicuouslytransporting jewelryand
furcoatsacrossthecountry,planningaparty

ordesigningabackyardalligatorhabitat,Premiere
LifestyleManagementchiefexecutiveJodiJacolow
andastaffofsevenaregameforjustaboutanytaska
clientmightrequest.
“Someclientsneverwanttoseeus, theycallushouse

fairiesworkingfroma‘to-do’email,”saidJacolow,a
schoolteacher-turned-personalassistantwhenshe
startedherbusinessasJustAskJodi in1999.
“Otherswantus20hoursaweekdoingthingsthey

neverwanttohavetodo, likeresurfacingthefloors
orflushingtheplumbinglines.Wemakeeducated
decisionsthatthehomeownerwouldmake,”she
explained.
Asherservicesgrew,sherebrandedtoPremiere

Concierge, thenswitchedtoPremiereLifestyle
Managementtosandwichinhomeownerservices.
In2009,thecompanyexpandedtoNewYorkwherea
numberofTampaBayclientsmaintainsecondhomes.
“Managingpeopleisourmostvaluableasset,”

Jacolowsaid.“Wedon’tdodrywallandhangmirrors,so
myexpertiseishavingtherelationshipswithvendors
togetthejobsdoneefficiently.”
Jacolowcharges$65anhour.Shedoesn’taccept

assignmentsinvolvingchildrenduetoliability
concerns.
Discreet isthebyword.Jacolowwon’tevenhintat

herclientlist.
“That’swhypeopletrustus,”shesaid.“Clients

complimentusinpublic,butit’snevergoingtocome
frommystafforme.”

Formore information,go towww.plm.management
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KathyGibsonhelps clients curate their ownart collections.
PhotographbyDanielVeintimilla

P ersonalmemoiristandghostwriterPaulaStahel’s
firstclientwasherselfwhenshemadeamemory

bookforherparents’50thanniversary.
“IcontactedeveryoneIcouldthinkoftosendstories

andthereactiontothebookwasastounding,”shesaid.
StahelformedBreath&ShadowsProductionsin1998
topreservelifestoriesinhardbackorsoftboundbooks
andCDandmp3recordings.
Clientscanhiretheformerassociateeditoroftwo

Tampamagazinestowriteanoriginalnarrativefrom
recordedinterviewsorasaneditortoimprovetheir
ownbiographicalwork.IfStahel iswritingthememoir
herself, shebeginswithanin-depthquestionnaireto
gatherbasicbackgroundandtriggerrecall.
“Thefirst interviewsessionisalwaysdevotedto

childhood,theyarethestrongestmemories—thenwe
movethroughthestagesof life,”sheexplained.
Whensomeoneistalkingtoaprofessional

interviewer, itcanbringoutstoriestheynevershared.
“Sooftenpeoplewillsay, ‘I’venevertoldanyonethis

before,’”Stahelsaid.Photographsareaddedtoprint
versionsandsometimesclientsaskforadditional
historicalresearchtoaddcontext,saidStahel,apast
presidentoftheinternationalAssociationofPersonal
Historians.
Foraudioversions,sheeditsoutherquestionsand

removescoughsandlongpausesandcanalsorearrange
thematerialandaddmusic.
Pricesrangefromaround$2,000to$30,000ormore.
“Doingalifestoryisnotinexpensive,butis

invaluable,”shesaid.“Familiesarechangedandtellme
theyseeachangeinthestoryteller.Theyarethrilled
withtheattentionandinteresttheygetfromfriends
andfamilyastheyrealizehowmanyoftheirstories
wouldhavebeenlostforever.”

Formore information,go tobreathandshadows.com

Takethestoryastepfurtherwithvideobyformer
broadcast journalistStaceyCahn.

WitnessingtheWorldTradeCentercrumble300
feetfromherapartmentledhertoshiftherlensfrom
chasingbreakingnewstopreservinglifestories.
“Westilldon’tknowwhyourwindowsdidn’t

shatter,”saidCahn,aformerNewYorkproducerfor
CNBCandtheFoxNewsChannel,nowapersonal
videodocumentarianinTampa.
“I’vehadanamazingcareer,buttheworkIdonowis

themostgratifying,”saidCahn,whofoundedTimein
aBottleVideoProductionstocreate30-to90-minute
diariesofone’s life.
“Joggingamemorycanbejoyfulorsobering,”she

said.“Whobettertotellyourstoryinyourwordswith
yourvoiceandgesturesthanyou?”
Cahninterviewsfamilymembersandfriendsfor

stories,combinestheirquestionswithherownandlets
theconversationtakeoff fromthere.
“Thisisverypersonalforme,”shesaid.“Sometimes

Ijusthavetostopthecameratogiveahug.”
Sheeditsouthervoiceandintegrateshomemovies

andphotographsinpostproduction.
Theinitialconsultationiscomplimentary,with

pricesforthefinishedDVDstartingaround$10,000,
dependingonhowmuchworkis involved.Some
projectstakehundredsofhours.Shealsoproduces
legalandcorporatevideosforbusinessesclients.
“I’mnotaweddingvideographer,butIhave

doneweddings,”shesaid.“It’sarareopportunityto
interviewfamilyandfriendsandmakeamontagevideo
thatisreallytheultimategifttothenewlywedsand
their lovedonestohaveforever.”
Since9/11,Cahnsaid,“Ihaveseenlifethrougha

differentlensandIamcommittedtobringingthisto
everyproject.”

Formore information,go to timeinabottlevideo.com
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